Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500080002-6 


fL 


Information R e p o r 


REPORT 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


T*TiTrr ,th>n ,he 01 the ■*«— -25x1 1 

ans manner to an unauthorized person Is prohibited- A 


c -0-N-F“I-D-E-N-T~I-A"*L 


COUNTRY USSR (Azerbaydzhan SSR) 


SUBJECT 


Soviet Border Guard Training and 
Maneuvers 


DATE DISTR. 


19 May 1955 



ARMY review completed. 


25X1 



Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500080002-6 


Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500080002-6 

■ confidential . 

r 1 REPORT 


25X1 


25X1 


COUNTRY USSR (Azerbaydzhan SSR) DATE DISTR. 28 Apr 55 

SUBJECT Soviet Border Guard Training and Maneuvers NO. OF PAGES 8 

DATE OF INFORMATION 


PLACE ACQUIRED 


25X1 


REFERENCES: 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


25X1 


Arrival at Basic Training Group 


1 . 


Basic Training Schedule J 25X1 


2 . 


The typical week day training schedule was as follows: 


0530 
0530-0600 
0600-0615 


Reveille 
Physical training 
Clean up period 
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0615 

0700 

0730 

0800 

1200 

1300 

1430 . 

1500 . 

1830 - 


2000 

2130 ' 

2200 . 

2230 


-0700 

1-O73O 

-0800 

-1200 

-1300 

- 1%0 

•1500 

-1830 

‘1900 

■2000 

•2130 

■2200 

•2230 


“ eaP °”’ Md per80 " al a PP«ra„ce 

Breakfast 
Training 
Dinner 
Rest period 

Preliminary .rifle Instruction 
Training 

Supper" 6 and di8asserabl y of weapons 

Political formation 
Free period 
Evening parade 
Taps 


3 . 


*? t 5 r °!! 6h tbe P«lo 4. 

morning on work detail^ in8 ?? ad ' trainees spent the 

not allowed outside of the otrvad^rea' 4 rJ J? ainee8 were free but were 
films were shown for about i * n the evening before supper, 
parade at thf^ua? timl SsZL However there was an evening 
the clean’up period- but • although 11 tral 5 ees were free after 

not leave The ot?yad tret ?n 6 Jh* h !E„7! r V2 details ' th «y could 
shown as they were on before supper, films were 

was at about y 2^S hoSrs? 7 Ther ® W&S "° evenin S P arade a « d taps 




Organization for Basic Training 


of a border guard major who was assisted^v"*^ W * 8 under the command 
In addition, the training staff ^°E' der S° a r d captain, 

personnel! two political^fficers^or^hf followl nS border guard 
and a junior lieutenant 2nd a f 8 ? ntlr ® F oup ' a lieutenant 

Komsomol Organization ( Korns org). * lieutenant Secretary of the 

each commanded^by" 6 junior^ieutenant ' + en training platoons, 
platoon commander, and a s 5^’ lle «tenant, or senior lieutenant 
Each platoon was again dl?idfd iito h siv « aS8l8tant P latoon commander, 
commanded by sergeants 8lx or 8even 8< luads whlch.were 

training waj supS??sed JSPSKMi br?hf^ e8 - firSt - C;La38 * A11 

only exceptions were on a f ew ra™ th a £ ove P ers onnel. The 
i i border guard mionaTi £ e - rare occasions when the otryad CO* 

tribunal^ f ^"border ^guar d ma lor»f of the military 

most cases, ^btoud traine^h^?^ 81 * 8 or lectures, in 

and tactical trainlng^as^nnrtn^f^K P lato ° ns - However, physical 
tions and special Sf k ror ?ec?u^s b L aquad8 ‘ f or Political forma- 
gathered in the club or lectu£e U hIll. the ® ntire tralnln S group was 


Description of Training 


25X1 


25X1 

25X1 


6. Training was identical for all members rtf I 

except, when weapons were concerned I 6 * lining group, 

received training with carbines anri nun. f ° me of the traine 

SMOs and HMGs jf mes and LHQs while others trained with 

b y t heir projected as si^m^^ whlct^ recruits trained wer e determined 2 5X1 


training group, 

°f the trainees 2 5 X 1 
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Sab .feet 

Physical training 


fSSSSJKggft" 

Border Guard Training 


Location 
Otryad area 

Club 

Club, field 


Hours per 
Week 

3 * 


25X1 




10 


Tactical Training 


Pit I d 


10 


Remarks 

Running, rope climb- 
ing, exereises on 
horizontal bar and 
horse . 

Political education 
cased on current 
events. 

Lecttpea and practi- 
cal training, study 
of plowed strip, 
identification of 
tracks left on plowed 
scrip, various types 
of border guard 
patrols, practical 
ppiieation border 
guard patrol duty, 
detention of Illegal 
border crossers, 
lectures on various 
border guard devices, 

fen °es, etc 
In a few instances, 
trainees practiced 
patrol duty at night 

a Sri?? c^inS ' 

and blank shells. 

Trainees carried gas 
masks, entrenching 
tool j two wooden 
grenades, carbines, 
and blan.: shells. 

5u e themselves 
into the snow, praetic- 

tact?o« d attack ' defense 
»^ tlcs ' camouflage, 
and reconnaissance . 


— Ithis training 
never Involved the use 
of live ammunition, 
real gas, or smoke- 
screens. There were , 
Pew lectures on the 

bu? nf i th f SSS 

nut no lectures on the 

use of t gas ,, atomic ,a 

weapons, atomic de- 

iense, or bacteriologi 

cal warfare , 6 
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Subject 

Preliminary 

Marksmanship 

Instruction 


Firing 


Location 
Otryad area 


Field 

.field 
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Hours per 
Week. oer> 


n 


Firing Range 21- 


Firing Range 


25X1 


Remarks 

This comprised the follow- 
Da ily PRl(trenazh) 
in the otryad area with the 
carbine and the LMQ. 

i?i-i ? 1,fc i onal Preliminary 
rifle instruction with 
carbine, LMG, and two 
wooden dummy hand grenades. 

TJ£ 8 .rt?£ k 4 .£ laoe ln oonjunot- 
ion with the tactical train- 
ing in the field. 

13/ Preliminary frifie 
instruction on the firing 
range with blank shells . 

? as . k » own as "ognevaya 
podgotovka" and was designed 
to teach trainees how to* 5 

=f ad ^ a P idl y (5 rounds in 5 
seconds) and to accustom them 
to the actual firing of 
carbines and LMGs . This 
training also Included the 
throwing of wooden grenades 
into a circle two meters in 
diameter located at a 
distance of 30 m. The circle 
£ as “ ai ^ ed off on the ground 

with fpidfs? Glreular 

All firing was done from a 
prone position with slow 
D ^lng his basic 
training, fired as 25X1 

°" 8: TJ7 Three times 
with a carbine at bulls -eve 

thrfe tS ' 1 2° m dista nt. With 

tSo m/°I? ndS Withln ° ne to 
two minutes. Trainees had 

to score 21 or better;a bulls-* 

Se«°^ d 10 ‘ ( 2 ) Three 18 
times with a carbine as in 

(1) above but at targets 
J° ca t ed at 200 m, with four 
rounds and for a score of 
24 or better. ( 3 ) Pour 01 
times with the LMG at 9£ - x1 

at 1 ?no ette r> targets Seated 25X1 
at 200 m, 9 r ounds within 
I -2 minutes . I 1 


J 
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Subject 

Weapons study 
(matchast) 


Close order 
drill 


Location 
Otryad area 


Otryad area 
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Hours per 
Week 

6 


4 
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Remarks 


Disassembly of the LMO and 
carbine and study of parts 
and mechanism; this was in 
addition to the daily period 
devoted to cleaning these 
weapons . 

None 


Political Club 

Lectures 


Manuals and 
Regulations 


Otryad area 3£ 


Movies 


Club 


Basic Training Examination* 


Lectures and questions and 
answers on various subjects 
such as the rOctoh&c 1953 
Party Congress, popular 
elections, and voting. 


W VMWJf UIJC 


manuals : Garrison and 
Guard DutyHanua l (Wsfc'av 
TT- n LL 0r i noy 1 K^aul^nSF" 

giu 2 hby) , infantry Comba t 

ma nual CBoyevov ustav 
Pekhoty ) . ana Border Guard 
Patrol Regulation s flnsEruk- 
sgll flfira Nesenya STuzhEv 
rogranlchaykh Narva^vTT 


Almost all films were for 25X1 
propaganda and entertain - 
ment . I~~ 25X1 

Border Guard Zastav a 
in the Mountains, which ~u~ T ~ 
aepicted a popular uprising 
somewhere in the Far East ir 
1938 and showed how it was 
quelled by border guard 
troops; Silvery Dust , a 
propaganda riim about an 
American professor who in- 
vented deadly dust or gas 
Which, he used. for. experi- 
ments on monkeys. When the 
professor tried to experiment 
on two Negroes, he was 
prevented from killing them; 
Tarzan < a film supposedly 
captured from the Germans 
according to a caption at the 
beginning of the. film 
also saw newsreels . 


exa2Sations f aSd S tests a were 8 held a before°a 8 b We rt e held for three da ys. All 

from border .guard district Headquarters in Baku^ this** dls J :rl ° t commission 
of ^everal_border_ guard 25X 1 

| orricera~of ^“^BofcTeirBiarT-tJlryai 


J 
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no r wariS e conduct?ni y i-h^ ° b f e ? ve « atld b y standers ■ They participated in ‘ 
niaf^L* examinations . Examinations were taken by training 
platoons and were either oral or practic al; there were n o written tests 6 


25X1 



Individual questions varied with individual 

Border Guard patrol Duty: .Oral questions on the contents of the Border 

Guard Patrol Duty Regulations . 


b. Firing: 


Sgo? " th ‘ Lm ■ " lM rounds a * a sllb ° uatta 


C, 


Weapons Test: Disassembly and assembly of the LMG according to the 


d. Infantry Manual Test: 


^ , lasked to enumerate all military ranks 

from private to general . 


25X1 


e. Close Order Drill Test: By squads. 

f. Tactical Examination: Oral questions on individual and squad defense, 

attack, and combat tactics . Some trainees had 
to demonstrate how to attack from a trenoh. 

g. Political Examination: Questions on the SOptoherr 1953 Party Congress 

ana on Communist leaders , 

h . Physical Fitness Test : Exercises on the horizontal bar. 


25X1 


entire training grou/ gatherad^n ?£f 8 ®? tests • Following the tests, the 

ad crunch! S’ShRESS trai ” eea reoelv - 


B. Garrison Training 


Organization 


25X1 


Following the test describe d in para graph 7 above, 

following?^ or de? gSlSd^utv* ( ?t! ard Zastava comprised the 
Dhvsloal f-r-ainin/ a du “y (eight hours), other training including 

work details (two'hours^poinica^traini^ftwo £ ns P e ?tions (three hours), 
and free time (two hours} P nn is ' J wo J hours )i sleep (seven hours),^*-, 
but the rest of tSe sSIdule ann??ed y L ?? S ™ days ' there was no training 25X1 


“5 


25X1 


25Xd 1 StSie a h.4tS SrSrSSa*£; it ^°° hoU S s ■ K" evar ' because border 
shifts for tralnlngand SSk detSn. da ?' “ ar ! had *° be 

for the various border guard JImS A fS addit n ion to the three daily shifts 
(btsyevoy nrlka^ 1,7 5 1 * nd P atr ° l3 - A daily oral field order 

■ i±i ^SS3JgS£^^& 25X1 

Se^Se^r^r^ ”^'££-2*2* 

other detans euoh as .hSkS? VS.IrJST’ ' ’ ^ “ a ° 


CONFIDENTIAL 

./ 


Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500080002-6 






Approved For Release 2009/09/15 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500080002-6 


CONFIDENTIAL 
- 7 - 


25X1 


11. The first sergeant did not serve on patrols and such types of duty but 
T?M ly mu 6Ck f? P a ^ rols and posts. He was always accompanied by another 
H. The other two sergeants went on patrol only twice a week for eight 
0n ® pri J ate first class. In addition to being the 
v^S^ etary °t zastava Komsomol organization, participated in all 
mue d ! r , Sua £ d ,, d ^ ty and tralnln e and was exempt only from work details. 

four h ours of daily: border guard duty and participated 

. i *! a . n ^ g - Ithe meals served to his unit 25X1 

details * The do S trainers only served on work 

In g aid 1 e e fw t0 v d0SS ” The horse 6room, in addition to train- 

guard duty kin ® C&re ° f the horseSjl had onl y four hours of daily border 


12 . 


and ln order not to interfere with border guard 
the day aSd personnel training was conducted at various times of 


i could not all participate 
simultaneously but took their training whenever possible. All training 

onndnMv^i y I* 76 ” three sergeants. Sometimes, the zastava CO 

SSSauotSa The Officer normal!? 

P 1 olltloai lectures and the officer for line matters super- 
visbd preliminary rifle Instruction and firing. 


25X1 


Subjects 

13. Garrison training 


consisted of . the - foU^pwlmg: subjects : 25X1 


a. Physical Training; Thirty minutes in the morning or after dinner; this 

consisted of exercises on the horizontal bar and 
running. 

k* Political Training: | marv leflhirtoa +-v.e. 25X1 


many lectures on the Indo- 

UDinese war and lectures on possible agreaai An 


c. Border Guard Duty; Refresher lectures on border guard patrol 

regulations. * 

d. Preliminary Rifle Instruction: In weapons assigned to each soldier 


25X1 


25X1 


e. Firing: 


25X1 

25X1 


range ne lr^h/wl!" , the avera g e of twic e a month on the 
range near the border* f Irina with tho 

carbine from various positions (prone, kneellngfandstaSding) 

pno ™ U 2 da 0f 8 ^°r, fire at t«set8 located at a distancfof ?sxi 
2 00 or 3 00 m. A limited time was allowed for fir ing f 2 5X1 


tS^imuSp practice night firing and th^S^SwJ'ordered 
a two-man patrols with carbines. Two targets 

round? at tElse e ?a?set?.° r 75 " “ they ha<1 to fIre al * 25X1 


25X1 


f . Tactical Training: 


Usually with blanks, 
digging foxholes. 


The EM also practiced 25X1 


g. Weapons study: 


studied tne weapons assigned to them. 


soldiers 
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h. Miscellaneous; 


Examinations 


25X1 
25X1 

all border 
border guard duty went on a 204dlonEter 
march in full field equipment. There were also three 
u ve-kilometer cross-country runs i n athletic dress 

25X1 


14 


.. ralna-cions were normally schedule d twice a ye ar - in th e nnHn. aT ,e 

guard*dis trie t . examinatlons were given by representatives of ? the border 

7 25X1 

the 25X1 


25X1 


examining commission merely spot-checked the 42d Border Guard Ohrvad 
v gspectlng and examining only the zaetavy of the IfSeSura!^ ' 

Practice Alerts 

15 ’ ^practice ajert * Eac^ti^® ?£ °L the 3d Border ^ard Zastava called 
of his intention C 2 ® ave the za stava CQ advance notice 

about^2300 oJ e 2400 S hIS^ ifi ?wo b t called at 

wii js? «s*2^s ■ jp Kkii^nt tS*ujrt*?iSs*sSbit*' 

" Sn'wt’L'fJKIi ‘»”‘‘t e ^«!" th *U 1 ”5op?’nit t 5n p?tro“?hen Ut 

ES V“Sh?%E?.?I 0 fe tSeH?r’*d ?“T» r »“^ 1 »'S“w«« n HM U t 1 SKn 

during the dav as a Th P v typ f of alert was occasionally called 

a*:! ssrusj- 

eJldf'ra S no“Sn t S«?Sl"th 0f *“*“«*££ SSdS’JaSS""” 4 
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25X1 


,/ 
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